PENNSYLVANIA 

Library  and  Museum  Notes 

Published  quarterly  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  State  Library  and  Museum.  Entered 
as  second  class  matter,  at  the  postoffice  at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  under  the 
Acts  of  July  16,  1894,  and  August  24,  1912. 


Vol.  17  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  January,  1939  No.  1 


Superintendent  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction 
Lester  K.  Ade 

• 

Director  of  the  State  Library  and 
Museum 

Joseph  L.  Rafter 

• 

Editor 

Nellie  B.  Stevens 

• 

Associate  Editors 
Gertrude  B.  Fuller 
Mary  Stevenson 
Willis  E.  Ramsey 

• 

Published  in  the  interest  of  the 
libraries  of  Pennsylvania.  Distrib- 
uted without  cost. 


CONTENTS 

Page 


P.  L.  A.  Executive  Board 

Meeting,  1938  2 

Proceedings,  Thirty-eighth  An- 
nual Meeting  of  the  P.  L.  A.  3 
Address  of  the  President  ....  8 

Report  of  Committees 9-16 

Report  of  the  State  Librarian  . 17 

Minutes  of  the  Junior  Members 

Section 19 

Interpreting  the  Catalog  to 

Students  20 

Exchange  of  Duplicate  Periodi- 
cals   24 

Practical  Bibliographical  Aids 
in  the  Field  of  Education  ...  26 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  THIRTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL 
MEETING  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 


EXECUTIVE  BOARD  MEETING 
PENNSYLVANIA  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 

The  Inn,  Buck  Hill  Falls 


A meeting  of  the  Executive  Board 
was  called  to  order  by  the  President, 
Miss  Harriet  T.  Root,  at  five  P.  M., 
Thursday,  October  27  at  the  Inn, 
Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa. 

The  members  present  were  : Miss 
Harriet  T.  Root,  Miss  Jacquelin 
Williams,  Miss  Edith  Patterson, 
Mr.  Ralph  Munn,  Mr.  Carl  W. 
Hull,  Miss  Evelyn  Matthews,  Mr. 
John  Knickerbocker,  Mr.  Willard 
Lewis,  Mr.  Charles  Shaw,  and  Mrs. 
Jean  S.  Huber,  Secretary. 

In  connection  with  the  question 
of  sustaining  membership  to  the 
A.  L.  A.,  Mr.  Lewis  moved  that  the 
Executive  Committee  for  the  next 
year  handle  the  situation.  The  mo- 
tion was  seconded  and  carried. 

Mr.  Ralph  Munn  moved  that  the 
P.  L.  A.  pledge  its  support  to  any 
Federal  aid  support  approved  by 
the  A.  L.  A.  This  motion  was  sec- 
onded and  carried.  A more  in- 
volved report  would  be  made  by  Mr. 
Munn  at  the  Saturday  morning  ses- 
sion of  the  Conference. 

The  plan  for  a regional  meeting 
was  discussed  and  1939  was  consid- 
ered the  best  year  for  such  a meet- 
ing because  of  the  A.  L.  A.  conven- 
tion to  be  held  in  the  east  in  1940. 


Miss  Casindania  Eaton  was  not 
present  so  that  a report  of  the  Adult 
Education  Committee  and  further 
recommendations  for  continuing 
that  committee  was  omitted. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that 
the  Resolutions  Committee  take  ac- 
tion on  the  death  of  Miss  Margaret 
Jackson,  Miss  Eliza  Martin,  and  Dr. 
Clifford  Connolly.  The  motion  was 
carried. 

It  was  decided  that  Miss  Root 
should  appoint  an  auditor  for  the 
convention  at  a later  date. 

The  State  group  was  to  prepare 
recommendations  pertaining  to  the 
Third  Activities  Committee. 

Mr.  Shaw  moved  that  expenses 
of  the  secretary  and  treasurer  be  paid 
at  the  Annual  Meeting.  The  motion 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  Knickerbocker, 
and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  President  explained  that  in 
1923  the  Executive  Committee  pre- 
sented before  the  Association  the 
question  of  using  the  Exhibits  Fund 
for  scholarships.  In  1929,  the  As- 
sociation moved  that  two-thirds  of 
this  fund  be  used  for  scholarships 
and  the  remaining  one-third  be  spent 
for  general  expenses  of  Summer 
School.  No  further  action  took  place 
and  the  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  38th  CONFERENCE 

OF  THE 

PENNSYLVANIA  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 
The  Inn,  Buck  Hill  Falls 


Thursday,  October  27,  1938 

The  Thirty-eighth  Annual  Con- 
ference of  the  Pennsylvania  Library 
Association  was  opened  at  8 :30 
P.  M.  with  the  President,  Miss  Har- 
riet T.  Root,  presiding.  She 
greeted  the  librarians  and  members 
of  the  Association  after  which  she 
introduced  the  speaker,  Irene  Kuhn, 
author  of  the  book,  “Assigned  to 
Adventure.” 

Irene  Kuhn  opened  her  talk  by 
paying  tribute  to  librarians,  empha- 
sizing the  influence  of  the  Hudson 
Park  Branch  Library  and  its  li- 
brarian, Miss  Mary  A.  Leonard, 
upon  her  life.  She  told  of  her  great 
desire  to  travel  around  the  world 
and  how,  at  an  early  age,  she  re- 
alized the  only  way  to  satisfy  this 
desire  was  to  somehow  get  a job 
on  a newspaper.  Her  first  move 
was  made  by  procuring  a position 
as  stenographer  to  a college  profes- 
sor. Then  came  her  first  job  as  a 
reporter  on  an  up-state  newspaper 
in  New  York  and  later  her  work 
on  a newspaper,  which  took  her  to 
Paris,  where  her  “boss”  was  Floyd 
Gibbons.  She  spoke  of  her  first  real 
assignment  and  its  failure  which  re- 
sulted in  her  newpaper’s  call  to  re- 
turn to  America  immediately.  She 
related  the  story  of  her  trip  to  the 
Orient  on  a freighter.  In  the 
Orient  she  learned  of  the  cruelty  of 
the  Chinese  and  Japanese,  compar- 
ing it  with  the  courtesy  and  gentle 
kindness  of  these  same  people ; she 
learned  of  the  custom  of  “losing 
face”  which  she  claims  has  turned 
from  the  personal  to  the  national 
side.  She  told  of  the  change  which 


took  place  in  China  as  a result  of  a 
horrible  shooting  and  riot.  We 
learned  also  of  the  bravery  and 
courage  of  the  American  Marine 
officers  in  times  of  chaos  and  havoc 
in  Japan.  Mrs.  Kuhn  spoke  of  her 
experiences  in  Hawaii  and  also  of 
her  connection  with  various  impor- 
tant happenings  in  the  United 
States.  She  ended  her  delightful 
talk  by  naming  the  two  things  a 
newspaper  reporter  must  do : 

1.  He  must  keep  his  word. 

2.  He  must  keep  confidential  in- 
formation confidential. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  and 
a reception  followed  for  members  of 
the  Association. 


Friday,  October  28 

The  Business  Meeting  was  called 
to  order  in  the  South  Lounge  at 
9 :45  A.  M.  by  Miss  Root,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Association.  Greetings 
were  read  from  Mr.  Milton  Fergu- 
son, President  of  the  American  Li- 
brary Association.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  Report  of  the  Committees. 

Miss  Evelyn  Matthews,  Chairman 
of  the  Scholarship  Committee  pre- 
sented her  report.  Mr.  Ralph  Munn 
moved  this  report  be  accepted. 
The  motion  was  seconded  and  the 
report  accepted. 

Mr.  Willard  Lewis  presented  a 
report  on  the  Summer  School  at 
State  College.  Miss  Dorrance  moved 
this  report  be  accepted  and  Miss 
Ganser  seconded  the  motion.  The 
report  was  accepted. 

Following  this  Mr.  Lewis  re- 
ported on  the  Committee  on  Stand- 
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ards  and  Certification.  He  presented 
the  recommendation  of  the  retiring 
Executive  Committee  that  i\Ir. 
Munn  be  nominated  for  a three-year 
term  to  succeed  himself  and  that 
Mrs.  Helen  R.  Godcharles  be  nom- 
inated for  a three-year  term  to  suc- 
ceed IMiss  IMargaret  Jackson.  l\Ir. 
Knickerbocker  moved  that  this  rec- 
ommendation be  accepted.  Miss 
Roehrig  seconded  the  motion.  The 
motion  was  carried. 

A Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Adult  Education,  Miss  Casindania 
Eaton,  Chairman,  was  presented. 
The  following  committee  was  ap- 
pointed : 

Three  Years: 

Miss  Casindania  P.  Eaton, 
Chairman,  Wilkes-Barre. 

Mr.  Harold  Wooster,  Scranton. 

i\Iiss  Susan  Himmelwright, 
Aliquippa. 

T u’o  Y ears : 

>\Ir.  James  Brvan,  Pittsburgh. 

Air.  Carl  W.  Hull,  DuBois. 

Mr.  John  Knickerbocker,  Get- 
tysburg. 

One  Year: 

Miss  I fellings,  Philadelpbia. 

Mrs.  Charles,  Ellwood  City. 

Miss  Spencer,  Erie. 

Mr.  Whllis  Ramsay,  ex-officio. 

Mr.  Lewis  moved  the  committee 
stand  as  appointed.  Miss  Baker 
seconded  the  motion.  The  commit- 
tee was  accepted. 

Air.  Alansfield  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Graphic  Arts,  New 
.York  City,  spoke  briefly  telling  the 
Association  about  loan  exhibits  from 
the  institute  available  for  display  in 
public  libraries. 

Mrs.  Alice  Brooks  Mooney, 
School  of  Library  Science,  Drexel 
Institute,  then  presented  the  subject 
for  discussion  : Some  Practical  As- 
pects and  Applications  of  a Code  of 


Ethics  for  Librarians.  Mrs.  Moon- 
ey pointed  out  that  a code  is  es- 
sential for  librarians  in  order  to  set 
forth  what  they  think  is  right  under 
certain  circumstances  that  are  com- 
mon throughout  the  library  profes- 
sion and  believes  that  more  uniform 
procedure  would  result  in  certain 
situations  where  uniformity  of  con- 
duct is  advisable.  A history  of  the 
code  followed.  Three  and  a half 
decades  ago  a library  code  com- 
menced to  receive  notice.  Miss 
Alary  Wright  Plummer  in  an  ad- 
dress in  1903  set  forth  the  following 
principles : 

1.  Librarians  must  have  dig- 

nity. 

2.  Librarians  must  have  hu- 

mility. 

3.  Librarians  must  consider 

their  work  one  of  hu- 
manity. 

4.  Librarians  must  have  belief 

in  their  work. 

These  principles,  however,  seemed 
too  general. 

In  1922  Charles  Knowles  Bolton 
submitted  a final  form  of  thirty  ar- 
ticles, each  built  about  the  relation 
of  the  librarian  to  the  trustees,  to 
his  staff,  to  other  librarians,  and  to 
his  public. 

In  1926  a Code  of  Ethics  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Josephine  Rath- 
bone.  Not  until  1929  did  this  com- 
mittee make  a report  and  recom- 
mend that  Mr.  Bolton’s  code  needed 
revision,  that  a library  code  of 
ethics  was  desirable  and  that  steps 
should  be  taken  to  prepare  such  a 
code.  A tentative  code  appeared  in 
the  A.  L.  A.  Bulletin  in  1930  which 
was  presented  and  accepted  by 
Council. 

In  1931  Aliss  Alarion  Horten, 
chairman,  reported  three  amend- 
ments, which  brought  in  sugges- 
tions from  the  field. 
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In  1934  the  committee  again  be- 
came active  and  proposed  to : 

1.  Define  and  restate  the  code 

of  ethics  as  distinct  from 
library  standards. 

2.  Prepare  a new  code  of 

ethics  with  more  specific 
provisions  for  the  guid- 
ance of  the  profession. 

3.  Present  text  of  code  to 

Council  not  later  than 
1936. 

4.  Organize  an  educational 

campaign  to  bring  to  the 
attention  of  membership 
in  A.  L.  A.  the  desirabil- 
ity of  adherence  to  ac- 
cepted ethical  practices. 
These  have  been  the  aims  of  the 
committee  for  the  past  four  years. 

In  1936  Miss  Coulter  urged  State 
associations  to  take  formal  action  to 
approve  the  code  or  else  to  set  up 
a committee  to  draft  local  modifica- 
tion, after  which  State  associations 
should  appoint  a standing  commit- 
tee on  ethics  to  publicize  the  code, 
interpret  it,  amend  and  render  de- 
cisions in  cases  presented  to  it. 

Last  May  a preliminary  draft 
was  sent  out  for  discussion  at  the 
Kansas  City  meeting.  Out  of  that 
discussion  came  another  draft. 

The  aims  of  the  present  commit- 
tee are  as  follows ; 

1.  To  keep  the  code  simple  so 

that  it  does  not  break 
down  of  its  own  weight. 

2.  To  make  a statement  of 

principles. 

3.  To  keep  out  of  it  things 

that  do  not  belong  in  a 
code  for  librarians. 

A proposed  Code  of  Ethics  was 
then  presented  by  Mrs.  Mooney 
(refer  to  mimeographed  sheets). 
An  open  discussion  followed  and 
several  changes  were  suggested. 
The  meeting  was  then  declared  ad- 
journed. 


Friday,  October  28,  4 P.  M. 

A Special  Session  was  called  in 
the  South  Lounge  with  Miss  Mary 
N.  Baker  presiding.  The  speaker, 
Mrs.  J.  Periam  Danton,  former 
Editor  of  Publications  of  the  xA-meri- 
can  Library  Association,  was  intro- 
duced. The  subject  for  discussion, 
“Reorganization  of  the  American 
Library  Association,”  was  pre- 
sented. The  following  are  the  pro- 
posals presented  to  the  Third  Ac- 
tivities Committee ; 

1.  Professional  classificatmn 

of  members,  with  in- 
creased dues  for  certain 
classes  of  members. 

2.  A division  of  the  Associa- 

tion by  types  of  libraries. 

3.  To  hold  meetings  of  the  A. 

L.  A.  only  every  other 
year,  alternating  with 
meetings  of  regional  asso- 
ciations. 

4.  The  question  of  dues  if  re- 

gional associations  are 

o 

formed. 

5.  Election  of  the  Council. 

6.  Tendency  regarding  head- 
quarters. 

Mrs.  Danton  explained  that  it  is 
a desire  of  state  association,  first, 
to  make  the  A.  L.  xA..  a Federal  or- 
ganization of  national  libraries  and 
to  form  an  association  of  public  and 
college  libraries  and,  second,  to  pro- 
vide for  regional  organizations 
which  should  elect  members  of  the 
Council.  A regional  organization 
of  Pennsylvania  would  include 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  New  Jer- 
sey, District  of  Columbia  and  West 
Virginia.  It  was  suggested  that  re- 
gional organizations  might  have 
inclusive  and  scaled  dues ; that  they 
might  arrange  to  classify  members 
into  three  sections — active,  non-ac- 
tive and  voting  and  to  have  these 
members  pay  dues  according  to 
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their  classification.  A third  sugges- 
tion was  that  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil should  be  elected  by  regional 
organizations. 

Some  members  of  the  Association 
claimed  that  regional  organizations 
would  require  more  expense,  time 
and  energy  for  the  librarian  and  his 
staff;  other  members  believed  that 
regional  organizations  would  cer- 
tainly be  more  satisfactory,  especial- 
ly in  the  western  part  of  the  coun- 
try. 

After  a very  satisfactory  discus- 
sion under  the  able  direction  of  Mrs. 
Danton,  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

Friday,  October  28,  8 P.  M. 

Mr.  John  H.  Knickerbocker,  Get- 
tysburg College,  introduced  our 
speaker.  Dr.  William  S.  Learned, 
Staff  Member  of  the  Carnegie 
Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of 
Teaching.  Flis  subject  was  “In- 
creasing the  Effectiveness  of  the 
Library  in  Higher  Education.” 

In  his  address  Dr.  Learned  im- 
pressed the  audience  with  the  great 
need  for  the  student  to  recognize 
the  fact  that  knowledge  and  under- 
standing are  the  main  factors  of 
educational  training;  that  credits 
and  a degree  are  not  all  that  are  to 
be  gained  from  a college  course. 
Fie  stated  that  in  a great  many 
cases  the  library  and  the  librarian 
are  a great  help  in  aiding  the  stu- 
dent to  reach  his  ultimate  aim  in 
life;  that  the  library  constitutes  the 
nourishment  of  the  college  and  is 
the  dominating  factor  because  it  is 
the  center  of  the  educational  prob- 
lem. Dr.  Learned  explained  that 
very  often  the  student  can  discover 
his  weakest  points  in  the  library. 
The  lecture  was  illustrated  with 
slides. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned, 
after  which  there  were  subsection 
meetings : 


Eor  colleges,  Mr.  Theodore  E. 
Norton,  Lafayette  College, 
Leader. 

For  teachers  colleges.  Miss 
Helen  Ganser,  Millersville 
State  Teachers  College,  Lead- 
er. 

For  universities.  Miss  Ger- 
trude Blanchard,  Duguesne 
University,  Leader. 

Saturday,  October  29,  9:45  A.  M. 

The  Business  Session  was  called 
to  order  in  the  South  Lounge  by 
the  President.  The  report  of  the 
Membership  Committee  was  read 
by  the  Chairman,  Miss  Roehrig. 
This  report  was  accepted,  following 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Munn.  which  was 
seconded  by  Mrs.  Godcharles. 

Mr.  Hull,  Chairman  of  the  Ex- 
hibits Committee,  reported  that  250 
feet  was  used  for  the  space  of  the 
exhibitors,  bringing  in  a total  of 
$501.  Dr.  Danton  moved  that 
this  report  be  accepted ; Mr.  Lewis 
seconded  the  motion  after  which 
the  motion  was  carried  and  the  re- 
port was  accepted. 

The  report  of  the  Legislative 
Committee  was  then  read  by  Mr. 
Keator,  Chairman.  Miss  Baker 
moved  that  this  report  be  accepted 
and  Mr.  Munn  seconded  the  motion. 
The  motion  was  carried. 

Miss  Williams,  Chairman  of  ^'he 
Registration  Committee,  reported 
that  225  had  registered  by  9.30  Sat- 
urday. 

The  Treasurer’s  Report  was  read 
and  received. 

The  Resolutions  Committee  then 
presented  its  report.  Miss  Roehrig 
moved  it  be  accepted ; Miss  Baker 
seconded  the  motion,  and  the  report 
was  accepted. 

Miss  Grosh,  Chairman,  read  the 
report  of  the  Union  List  of  Serials 
Committee.  Mr.  Knickerbocker 
moved  this  report  be  accepted  and 
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Mr.  Hull  seconded  the  motion.  The 
report  was  accepted. 

The  Nominating  Committee  pro- 
posed the  following  names  for  offi- 
cers for  the  year  1938-1939: 

President,  Mary  N.  Baker,  Li- 
brarian, Osterhout  Free  Li- 
brary, Wilkes-Barre,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Vice-President,  Alice  M.  Ster- 
ling, Librarian,  New  Castle 
Free  Library,  New  Castle, 
Pennsylvania. 

Secretary,  Marian  E.  Mauser, 
Librarian,  Bloomsburg  Public 
Library,  Bloomsburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Treasurer,  Jacquelin  Williams, 
Librarian,  Kingston  High 
School  Library,  Kingston, 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Munn  moved  this  report  be 
adopted ; Mr.  Lewis  seconded  the 
motion.  The  motion  was  unani- 
mously carried  and  the  secretary 
cast  the  ballot. 

This  was  followed  with  the  re- 
port of  the  State  Librarian,  Dr. 
Joseph  L.  Rafter,  who  made  a plea 
for  aid  and  cooperation  of  all  librar- 
ies in  connection  with  the  State 
Library. 

Mr.  Ralph  Munn  then  presented 
a discussion  on  “Federal  Aid  to 
Libraries.”  He  gave  a brief  history 
of  the  Harrison-Thomas-Fletcher 
Bill  and  explained  that,  although 
this  bill  had  been  “killed”  in  the 
Spring  Session  of  Congress,  it 
would  again  be  introduced  in  Janu- 
ary, 1939.  Mr.  Munn  presented 
the  following  Resolution: 

“Resolved,  That  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Library  Association  in- 
dorse the  principle  of  federal 
aid  as  an  equalizing  and  stimu- 
lating fund  for  the  development 
of  rural  library  service,  school 
libraries  and  adult  education  ; 
“Resolved  further.  That  the 


Pennsylvania  Library  Associ..- 
tion  pledges  its  support  to  any 
Federal  aid  legislation  which  is 
approved  by  the  American  Li- 
brary Association,  and  au- 
thorizes its  officers  to  work  for 
its  passage.” 

Mr.  Munn  moved  that  this  resolu- 
tion be  accepted  by  the  Association  ; 
Mr.  Lewis  seconded  the  motion  and 
the  resolution  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Lewis  made  a motion  that  the 
Legislative  Committee  prepare  an 
amendment  whereby  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent elected  be  designated  president- 
elect of  the  Association,  the  amend- 
ment to  be  voted  upon  in  1939,  and 
the  election  to  go  into  effect  in  1940. 
This  motion  was  carried. 

A discussion  on  a “Library  Plan- 
ning Committee”  was  led  by  Miss 
Mary  Baker.  She  stressed  the  urg- 
ency for  such  a committee  in  order 
to  receive  Federal  aid  when  it  comes 
to  the  libraries.  A Library  Plan- 
ning Committee  of  which  Mr. 
Harold  A.  Wooster,  Scranton,  was 
made  chairman,  was  to  be  appointed 
later,  according  to  the  motion  made 
by  Mr.  Knickerbocker  which  was 
seconded  by  Miss  Evans. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 

Saturday,  October  29,  1 P.  M. 

The  luncheon  speaker,  Mr.  Mun- 
ro  Leaf,  was  very  cleverly  intro- 
duced by  Miss  Helen  G.  Betterly. 
From  Mr.  Leaf’s  delightful  talk  we 
learned  that  “Ferdinand”  was  origi- 
nally written  to  give  Robert  Law- 
son,  an  artist-friend,  an  opportunity 
to  do  the  type  of  work  he  most  de- 
sired to  do.  The  story  itself  took 
but  forty  minutes  to  write  and  its 
only  change  was  the  last  word,  re- 
vised from  “yet”  to  “still.”  Mr. 
Leaf  told  of  his  pleasure  in  seeing 
Walt  Disney’s  “Ferdinand,”  which 
would  probably  be  released  for  the 
first  showing  at  Music  Hall,  Radio 


7 


City,  New  York  City,  the  week  of 
November  15th.  “Grammar  Can 
Be  Fun”  and  also  “Manners  Can 
Be  Fun”  were  both  written  as  a re- 
sult of  Mr.  Leaf’s  desire  to  make 
children  use  correct  English,  and 
manners  without  the  influence  of  the 
word  “don’t.”  We  also  learned 
that  “Noodle”  was  a real  dog  be- 
longing to  Hendrik  Van  Loon. 
None  of  Mr.  Leaf’s  stories  took 
more  than  twenty-four  hours  to 
write. 

Mr.  Leaf  explained  that  he  had 
always  wanted  to  be  a journalist, 
but  before  he  realized  it,  found  him- 
self working  as  a manuscript  reader 
at  Frederick  A.  Stokes  Company 
where,  after  two  years,  he  was  made 
a director. 

Munro  Leaf  closed  by  reading  to 
the  Association  his  latest  publica- 
tion “Wee  Gillis.” 

Saturday,  October  29,  7 P.  M. 

Mr.  Gharles  B.  Sbaw  presided  at 
the  banquet  and  introduced  the 
evening’s  speakers,  Miss  Clara 
Belle  Thompson  and  Mrs.  Margaret 
Lukes  Wise,  authors  of  “We  Are 
Forty  and  We  Did  Get  Jobs.” 
These  two  writers  flrst  met  eight 
years  ago  when  they  were  intro- 
duced to  each  other  by  Jessica  Dra- 
gonette.  The  Saturday  Evening 
Post  was  their  first  publisher,  who 


printed  in  serial-form  the  story  of 
their  experiences  in  seeking  various 
jobs.  These  jobs  included  house- 
hold work,  hotel  work,  department 
store  clerking,  selling  and  secre- 
tarial work.  They  sought  out  the 
employment  agencies  besides  an- 
swering advertisements,  and  when 
failure  occurred  in  getting  a job, 
they  sorted  out  their  mistakes  and 
tried  to  improve  upon  them  so  that 
their  next  venture  would  be  less 
discouraging.  Illustrations  were 
presented  showing  why  many  peo- 
ple do  not  get  the  desired  job: 

1.  Defeatist  attitude. 

2.  Overwhelming  the  em- 
ployer. 

3.  “Yes”  and  “No”  person. 
Personality  was  stressed  as  the  most 
important  asset  in  order  to  get  a 
job.  The  right  kind  of  preparation, 
the  right  kind  of  nerve  and  courage, 
and  inventory  of  one’s  self  in  con- 
nection with  the  job  in  mind  also 
enter  into  the  success  of  getting 
work. 

The  out-going  president.  Miss 
Root,  then  extended  thanks  to  the 
hotel  management,  to  klrs.  Rosalie 
Roberts,  librarian,  at  The  Inn,  and 
to  the  Junior  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  the  Thirty-eighth  An- 
nual Conference  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Library  Association  was  de- 
clared adjourned. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


To  the  Members  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Library  Association: 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

Under  date  of  June  30th  your 
President  received  from  A.  L.  A. 
headquarters  a multigraphed  letter 
of  “Important  Library  Topics:  list 
of  items  on  which  the  A.  L.  A.  has 
taken  action  and  which  might  be 


considered  by  State  associations  for 
program  discussion,  committee  ap- 
pointment, and  some  other  action.” 
Nine  items  were  listed  as  follows: 
A.  L.  A.  Reorganization,  Federal 
Aid,  State  Aid,  Certification,  Per- 
sonnel, Adult  Education  State  Li- 
brary Agencies,  Large  Unit  Public 
Libraries,  and  Trustees  and  Citizen- 
ship Participation. 
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Of  these  nine  items,  four  have 
been  given  a place  on  the  program 
of  this  meeting,  namely:  A.  L.  A. 
Reorganization,  Federal  Aid,  Cer- 
tification and  Adult  Education.  On 
two  others.  State  Aid  and  State  Li- 
brary Agencies,  some  action  was 
taken  by  your  Executive  Commit- 
tee, and  has  been  reported  upon. 
All  of  these  topics  are  important  in 
the  life  of  this  Association  and  will 
require  careful  consideration  and 
further  study  during  the  years 
ahead. 

Miss  Erances  H.  Kelly  repre- 
sented the  Association  at  the  A.  L. 
A.  Council  meeting  in  Chicago,  in 
December,  and  your  President,  in 
Kansas  City.  She  also  attended  a 


meeting  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
March  30th.,  called  by  Mr.  Harri- 
son W.  Craver,  then  President  of 
the  American  Library  Association, 
to  discuss  Eederal  aid  for  libraries. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Secretary 
carried  on  some  correspondence 
with  the  Carnegie  Foundation  in  an 
effort  to  secure  money  for  a survey 
of  Pennsylvania  libraries,  but  the 
request  was  not  granted. 

To  all  officers  and  committees,  as 
well  as  to  all  other  members  of  the 
Association  who  participated  in  the 
activities  of  the  year,  the  President 
wishes  to  express  her  appreciation 
and  gratitude. 

Harriet  T.  Root, 

President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOLARSHIP  COMMITTEE 


The  Scholarship  Committee  had 
a balance  in  its  treasury  of  $511.79 
on  June  1,  1938. 

In  accordance  with  the  agreement 
made  with  the  Pennsylvania  State 
College  we  made  our  appropriation 
of  $100  to  the  Summer  L.ibrary 
School.  We  awarded  five  scholar- 
ships of  $75  each  and  one  partial 
one  of  $35,  making  a total  of  $510 
spent.  With  the  interest  on  the 
fund  from  January  to  June,  1938, 
of  $2.54  there  is  a balance  in  the 
treasury,  October  25,  1938,  of 

$4.33. 

With  the  setting  up  of  the  certifi- 
cation plan  for  librarians  in  Penn- 


sylvania there  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  requests  for  scholarships.  It 
is  hoped  that  we  may  continue  to 
give  as  many,  if  not  more,  during 
the  next  few  years  so  that  librarians 
of  the  smaller  libraries  and  assist- 
ants in  libraries  of  all  sizes  who  are 
not  able  to  attend  full-term  library 
schools  may,  by  taking  advantage 
of  the  courses  offered  at  Penn  State, 
get  a better  rating  and  increase 
their  value  to  the  libraries  they 
serve. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Evelyn  L.  Matthews, 

Chairman. 


SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 

Receipts 

Balance,  Oct.  20,  Net  receipts 

1937  $43.06  from  Exhibit 

Receipts  from  Space  

rental  of  Ex-  Interest : Dec. 

hibit  Space  . . $520.00  31,  1937  .... 

Expenses  of  Ex-  June  30,  1938  . . 

hibit  Commit- 
tee   51.70  Total  
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468.30 

.43 

2.54  2.97 


$514.33 


Disbursements 


S c h 0 1 a r ships  : 

Five  at  $75 

each  $375.00 

One  (Partial)  . . 35.00  410.00 


Gift  to  Penn- 
sylvania State 
College  S u m- 
m e r Library 

School  100.00 


Total $510.00 


Total  Receipts..  $514  33 

Total  Disburse- 
ments   510.00 


Balance,  Oct.  25, 

1938  $4.33 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Jacquelin  Williams, 

Treasurer. 

R.  Stewart  Rawlings, 

Auditor. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUMMER  LIBRARY  SCHOOL  AT 
THE  PEIVNSYL VANIA  STATE  COLLEGE,  1938  SESSION 


The  twenty-fourth  session  of  the 
Summer  Library  School  at  the 
Pennsylvania  State  College  opened 
with  a far  larger  number  of  students 
than  we  had  expected — sixty-nine. 
There  were  thirty  more  than  the 
previous  year.  Crowded  conditions 
and  noise  due  to  construction  on  the 
campus  made  instruction  and  study 
difficult,  but  patience,  forbearance 
and  hard  work  on  the  part  of  stu- 
dents and  faculty  helped  to  achieve 
a successful  session.  In  a number 
of  cases  it  was  possible  to  move 
classes  to  quieter  locations. 

Special  credit  is  due  Miss  Evelyn 
L.  Matthews,  who  looked  after  the 
welfare  of  faculty  and  students  as 
usual  besides  teaching  two  courses, 
and  Miss  Ethel  Sauer,  who  on  very 
short  notice  most  acceptably  filled 
the  place  as  instructor  in  reference 
work  left  vacant  by  the  untimely 
death  of  Miss  Margaret  Jackson. 

Of  the  students,  fifty-three  came 
from  Pennsylvania  and  sixteen 
from  without  the  State  from  as 
widely  separated  regions  as  Dela- 
ware, South  Carolina,  Maine,  Con- 
necticut, Kentucky,  Porto  Rico  and 
the  Canal  Zone.  Ohio  had  seven 
representatives. 


The  two  outstanding  social  events 
were  the  reception  at  Grange  Hall 
to  State  Librarian  Rafter  following 
his  interesting  talk  to  the  students, 
and  the  annual  picnic  in  Greenwood 
Furnace  Park. 

In  looking  forward  to  the  1939 
session,  the  faculty  recommended  a 
number  of  changes  which  we  hope 
will  make  for  better  conditions.  It 
is  probable  that  we  shall  have 
moved  into  the  main  section  of  our 
new  building.  The  faculty  recom- 
mendations were  ( 1 ) limitation  of 
sections  of  classes  to  twenty-five 
students  as  far  as  possible;  (2)  the 
division  of  the  class  in  Children’s 
and  Young  People’s  Reading  into 
two  sections;  (3)  the  engagement 
of  a general  and  clerical  assistant 
on  full  time  for  the  Library  School ; 
(4)  a recommendation  to  first-year 
students  that  they  begin  with 
Elementary  Cataloging,  Elementary 
Reference  Work,  and  Administra- 
tion. 

A further  change  will  be  the  abo- 
lition of  the  $10  audit  fee.  This 
was  originally  granted  to  Pennsyl- 
vania librarians  who  did  not  desire 
credit  in  return  for  a contribution 
by  the  Association  of  $100  for  the 
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support  of  the  school.  Reasons  for 
the  abolition  of  this  fee  are  ( 1 ) the 
fact  that  most  of  the  students  now 
request  credit  either  towards  a pub- 
lic librarian’s  certificate  or  college 
credit;  (2)  the  fact  that  there  is 
now  a college  regulation  requiring 
the  same  fee  for  audit  courses  that 
is  charged  for  credit  courses.  This 
means  that  all  Summer  Library 
School  students  will  be  required  to 
pay  the  regular  fee  of  $5  per  credit 
hour. 


Finally,  we  recommend  that  the 
$100  contribution  formerly  made  by 
the  Association  annually  for  rhe 
support  of  the  school  be  turned  over 
to  the  Scholarship  Committee  so 
that  additional  scholarships  may  be 
given  to  worthy  students. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Willard  P.  Lewis, 
Director, 

Summer  Library  School. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  STANDARDS  AND 
CERTIFICATION  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA 
LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 


Two  meetings  of  the  Certification 
Board  of  the  Committees  on  Stand- 
ards and  Certification  have  been 
held  since  its  appointment  by  the 
Pennsylvania  library  Association 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation at  York,  Pennsylvania,  Oc- 
tober, 1937. 

The  first  meeting  was  held  in 
Harrisburg,  March  25-26,  1938.  At 
this  meeting  314  applications  for 
librarian’s  certificates  were  certified 
by  the  board. 

The  second  meeting  was  held  in 
Harrisburg,  September  30  and  Oc- 
tober 1,  1938.  Two  hundred  and 
two  applications  for  certification 
were  granted  at  this  time. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  seven 
applications  were  refused,  and  eight 
were  held  for  further  consideration, 
making  a total  for  the  year  of  531 
applications  received. 

Sixty  grade  sheets  for  libraries 
have  been  received,  and  filed.  A 
list  of  certified  libraries  will  soon 
be  ready. 

The  Secretary  was  authorized  to 
purchase  letter  files  and  cabinets  so 
that  records  could  be  kept  in  order, 
and  to  have  certificates  printed. 


The  financial  report  of  the  Certifi- 
cation Board  is  herewith  submitted  : 


Receipts 

Appropriation  from  the  P. 

L.  A.  Treasury  $35.00 

Fees,  531  @ 50c  265.50 

Interest  on  deposit  .79 


Total  $301.29 

Disbursements 

Stationery  $16  35 

Certificates  & Envelopes.  22.50 

Postage  21.50 

Typing  21,00 

Equipment  18.90 

Travel  expenses  17.20 

Eees  returned  3.50 


$120.95 

Bank  balance  180.34 


Total  $301.29 


The  committee  recommends : 

1.  That  a new  definition  for  re- 
sponsible positions  be  adopted  as 
follows : 

“A  responsible  position  is  one 
which  is  of  a distinctly  profes- 
sional character.  In  a library 
serving  less  than  10,000  people 
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it  must  involve  administrative 
functions  such  as  those  of  Chief 
Librarian,  department  heads, 
or  first  assistants.  In  a larger 
library  it  may  involve  positions 
with  no  administrative  duties 
and  specialists  whose  positions 
do  not  require  library  train- 
ing.” 

Following  the  York  meeting  of 
1937  a number  of  protests  were  re- 
ceived against  the  definition  of  re- 
sponsible position  as  adopted  at 
that  meeting ; namely,  that  a re- 
sponsible position  was  that  of  Chief 
Librarian,  first  assistant,  head  of 
department  or  branch,  specialist, 
cataloger,  senior  assistant,  and  chil- 
dren’s librarian  in  library  areas  of 
10,000  or  more  population.  Those 
protesting  felt  that  some  librarians 
in  library  areas  of  less  than  10,000 
population,  and  some  librarians 
with  proper  educational  qualifica- 
tions but  lacking  administrative  ex- 
perience, should  be  enabled  to  attain 
to  the  A or  B grades.  Under  the 
present  definition  they  were  not  able 
to  do  so.  Lienee,  the  recommended 
substitute  which  has  already  been 
approved  by  many  librarians  in  the 
State. 

One  librarian  felt  that  it  should 
be  stated  that  this  change  will  open 
Grades  A and  B to  a larger  number 


of  librarians  with  adequate  educa- 
tional qualifications.  As  this  pro- 
gram is  primarily  an  incentive  to- 
ward adequate  professional  educa- 
tion it  would  seem  to  this  committee 
to  be  fulfilling  its  purpose. 

2.  That  the  limitation  for  Grade 
C-4  be  extended  from  1939  to  1943 
in  order  that  candidates  wishing  to 
take  advantage  of  this  section  of  the 
code  may  have  more  time  to  com- 
plete summer  school  sources. 

3.  That  the  following  be  added  to 
the  code : 

‘‘A  librarian  is  any  professional 
employee  of  a library.  Applicants 
may  include  present  or  former 
librarians,  or  persons  qualified  to 
serve  as  librarians.” 

The  Pennsylvania  voluntary  cer- 
tification program  is  a plan  to  in- 
sure the  proper  educational  qualifi- 
cation for  all  librarians,  to  encour- 
age librarians  now  in  service  to 
take  additional  training,  and  to  re- 
quire that  future  applicants  shall  be 
educationally  prepared.  In  order  to 
care  for  librarians  now  employed 
who  lack  professional  education, 
equivalents  in  service  are  arranged 
with  limiting  date  lines  as  now  set 
up.  Future  applicants  must  present 
the  professional  requirements. 

Willard  P.  Lewis, 

Chairman. 


PEIVNSYLVANIA  STATE  ASSOCIATION  FOR  ADULT 
EDUCATION  LIBRARY  AND  MUSEUM  SECTION 


The  Library  and  IMuseum  Sec- 
tion of  the  Pennsylvania  State  As- 
sociation for  Adult  Education  held 
a departmental  meeting  in  the 
North  Wing,  Mitten  Hall  Audi- 
torium, Temple  University,  Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania,  on  October 
27,  1938,  at  10  A.  M.,  with  an  at- 
tendance of  sixty  people.  Miss 
Casindania  P.  Eaton  was  Chairman 


and  introduced  Mrs.  Helen  T. 
Steinbarger,  Consultant  in  Adult 
Education,  the  Public  Library  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  who  spoke 
on  “Adult  Education  Through 
THE  Readers'  Advisory  Service.” 
Mrs.  Steinbarger  said  that  the 
readers’  advisory  service  should  be 
informal,  with  great  care  being 
taken  to  see  that  voluntary  educa- 
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tion  does  not  turn  into  involuntary 
education.  In  the  Public  Library 
of  the  District  of  Columbia-,  which 
is  highly  departmentalized,  advisers 
are  placed  with  regard  to  their  ma- 
jor in  college,  but  in  addition  to 
that  the  essentials  for  a good  ad- 
viser are  a wide  background  of 
reading  and  a love  of  people. 

In  describing  the  advisory  set- 
up, Mrs.  Steinbarger  said  that  the 
entire  service  is  under  the  direction 
of  a coordinator  who  directs  the 
work  and  through  careful  planning 
eliminates  duplication  of  eflfort  at 
the  same  time  stimulating  individual 
effort  in  a wide  variety  of  directions. 
All  reading  lists  are  prepared  in  co- 
operation with  each  department  and 
issued  from  the  main  library. 

The  work  of  the  Consultant  in 
Adult  Education  she  described  as 
that  of  a field  worker  who,  in  addi- 
tion to  carrying  on  public  relations 
outside  the  library,  also  conducted 
an  information  desk  at  one  of  the 
branch  libraries.  This  activity  en- 
ables the  Consultant  to'  keep  well 
aware  of  what  the  public’s  reading 
problems  are  as  they  are  expressed 
in  day-to-day  contacts  over  the 
desk.  Thus  the  service  is  both  a 
personal  and  a community  one. 

As  an  example  of  a community 
service — which  should  be  particu- 
larly stressed  in  view  of  the  confer- 
ence theme  of  adult  education  and 
social  action  — Mrs.  Steinbarger 
cited  a photography  contest  con- 
ducted by  the  library  in  cooperation 
with  the  Federal  Housing  Author- 
ity officials.  The  subject  of  the 
contest  was  Housing  in  the  District 
of  Columbia ; the  pictures  were  ex- 
hibited in  the  library  with  such 
success  and  interest  that  the  exhibit 
is  now  on  tour.  Prizes  were  of- 
fered for  the  best  pictures  of  good 
housing  and  also  for  the  best  pic- 
tures of  bad  housing.  Shortly  after 


this  contest,  the  “alley  act’’  came 
up  before  Congress  and  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  vote.  As  an 
example  of  unusual  personal  service, 
she  told  about  reading  tests  being 
given  to  people  who  wanted  to  put 
their  reading  education  on  a 
sound  basis.  This  unusual  service 
was  made  possible  by  the  coopera- 
tion of  two  students  doing  graduate 
work ; while  not  a regular  feature 
of  the  library’s  educational  program, 
it  is  valuable  as  an  example  of  what 
a library  can  do  in  broadening  its 
scope  by  using  community  resources 
without  an  additional  appropriation 
of  funds. 

The  Public  Library  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  has  advisers  for  its  de- 
partments of  Technology,  Fiction, 
Sociology  and  Fine  Arts.  Mrs, 
Steinbarger  emphasized  the  im- 
portance of  the  Political  Science 
Adviser  whose  aim  it  is  to  help  peo- 
ple choose  their  way  through  in- 
telligent selection  rather  than 
through  propaganda.  She  also  told 
about  the  great  success  the  library 
has  been  having  with  recordings  of 
music,  with  individuals  coming  to 
hear  records,  with  directors  and 
musicians  coming  to  hear  the  inter- 
pretations of  the  great  artists  and 
conductors,  and  with  groups  com- 
ing to  hear  concerts  which  are  held 
regularly  in  the  library. 

In  closing,  Mrs.  Steinbarger  said 
that  in  all  its  adult  education  work 
the  Public  Library  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  has  one  key-word — co- 
operation. 

A report  on  this  meeting  was 
given  to  the  Pennsylvania  Library 
Association  at  its  annual  meeting  at 
Buck  Hill  Falls  on  Friday  morning, 
October  28,  1938. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Casindania  P.  Eaton,  for 

Mrs.  Jean  S.  Huber,  Secretary. 
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MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEMBER- 
SHIP 


Individuals 
Names  on  roll,  Oct.  20, 

1937  461 

New  names  added : At 

York  meeting  64 

Since  Oct.  25,  1937  . 36 

Members  reinstated  2 


Total  increase  102 

Names  withdrawn,  Oct, 

20,  1937-Oct.  20,  1938  . . 22 

Net  increase  80 


Names  on  roll,  Oct.  20, 

1938  541 

Institutions 
Names  on  roll,  Oct.  20, 

1937  89 

Names  added:  At  York 

meeting  5 

Since  Oct.  25,  1937  . . 3 

Total  increase  8 

Names  withdrawn  1 


Net  increase  7 


Names  on  roll,  Oct.  20, 

1938  96 


To  the  Members  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Library  Association: 

The  Membership  Committee  re- 
ports apologetically  a gain  of  only 
thirty-six  new  members  and  three 
institutional  memberships  as  its  ex- 
cuse for  existing.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  new  members  joining  at  this 
meeting  will  swell  that  figure. 

To  add  trustees  to  the  list  of 
members  was  kept  in  mind  this 
year,  in  the  hope  that  the  Trustee 
Section  would  be  revived  and  func- 
tion somewhat  in  the  fashion  of  that 
in  our  sister  state  of  New  Jersey. 
This  goal  was  realized  only  in  part 


and  is  bequeathed  to  next  year’s 
committee. 

During  the  year  a survey  was 
made  of  the  Pennsylvania  colleges 
and  universities  which  showed  that 
seventy-three  were  not  institutional 
members.  These  were  urged  to  join 
and  bring  their  checks  to  the  meet- 
ing. 

The  committee  deplores  the  fol- 
lowing factors  which  prevent  many 
assistants  from  becoming  active 
members  in  the  Association : 

Salaries  insufficient  to  cover 
expenses  at  the  State  meeting. 
(This  is  particularly  true  among 
Junior  members  and  was  stated 
by  several  district  chairmen.) 

No  conference  time  given  by 
some  libraries  to  permit  atten- 
dance. 

Among  school  librarians,  es- 
pecially, the  school  demands 
membership  in  various  educa- 
tional associations.  This  divided 
allegiance,  if  a librarian  wishes  to 
keep  abreast  of  her  profession, 
means  five  sets  of  dues  for  Penn- 
sylvania librarians,  averaging 
about  $7.50  yearly,  to  say  noth- 
ing about  the  annual  dues  to  the 
college  and  library  school  alumni 
associations.  This  complaint  was 
brought  out  in  a recent  bulletin 
of  the  A.  L.  A.,  so  it  must  be 
general. 

The  committee  was  shocked  to 
learn  that  so  few  public  libraries 
in  the  State  have  institutional 
memberships.  This,  too,  is  a goal 
for  next  year’s  committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ruth  Roehrig, 
Chairman, 
Membership  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  LEGISLATIVE  COMMITTEE 


The  duties  of  your  Legislative 
Committee  have  been  comparatively 
light  since  the  P.  L.  A.  meeting  of 
1937.  The  special  session  of  the 
General  Assembly  now  sitting  has 
not  provoked  any  watch-dog  atti- 
tude so  far.  No  constructive  legis- 
lation affecting  libraries  has  been 
introduced. 

Matters  have  come  up,  however, 
which  transcend  the  narrower  func- 
tions of  the  Legi.slative  Committee, 
and  which  have  had  the  attention 
of  the  Executive  Committee.  The 
question  of  active  support  of  a more 
adequate  budget  for  the  State  Li- 
brary, for  instance,  and  the  recon- 
sideration of  a comprehensive  plan 
for  library  development  in  Penn- 
sylvania, from  which  no  doubt  a 
legislative  plan  will  develop. 

The  general  forty-four-hour  law 
was  ruled  unconstitutional  by  the 


Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  so 
those  of  us  who  were  threatened  by 
headaches  from  male  janitorial 
schedules  may  relax. 

The  Woman’s  Law  still  stands, 
and  on  the  whole  has  caused  few 
administrative  difficulties  among 
our  librarians.  We  need  to  report, 
however,  that  our  petition  for  a 
twelve-hour  daily  spread  instead  of 
the  ten-hour  one  provided  by  the 
law  was  finally  denied,  after  much 
correspondence  and  several  parleys 
with  various  officials  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  and  Industry.  The 
latter  did  do  us  the  honor  to  make 
a survey  of  some  sixty  libraries, 
and  claimed  that  only  three  consid- 
ered a twelve-hour  spread  as  neces- 
sary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  D,  Keator, 
Chairman. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 
Oct.  20,  1937— Oct.  25,  1938 


GENERAL  FUND 


Receipts 

Balance,  Oct.  20,  1937  $397.58 

Registration  Fees,  York  Meet- 
ing   247,00 

Rental  of  Exhibit  Space  520.00 

Sale  of  “History  of  the  State 

Library”  12.00 

Dues  576.00 

Transferred  from  the  Scholar- 
ship Fund  510.00 


Total  $2,262.58 

Disbursements 
Expenses  of  the  York  Meet- 
ing   $555.95 

Transferred  to  Scholarship 

Fund  468.30 

Postage,  telephone  charges  . . 85.07 

Fees  on  checks  .35 

Printing  and  stationary  64.04 

Traveling  expenses  of  officers.  16.33 


Dues  to  American  Library  As- 
sociation   130.00 

Scholarships  410.00 

Gift  to  Pennsylvania  State 
College  Summer  Library 

School  100.00 

Expenses  of  Certification 

Committee  35.00 

To  Mr.  Bliss,  proceeds  of  sale 
of  “History  of  the  State 
Library”  9.60 


Total  $1,874.64 

Total  Receipts  $2,262.58 

Total  Disbursements  $1,874.64 


Balance,  Oct.  25,  1938  $387.94 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Jacquelin  Williams, 
Treasurer. 

R.  Stewart  Rawlings, 

Auditor. 


IS 


REPORT  OF  THE  REGISTRATION  COMMITTEE 


At  the  beginning  of  the  business 
session  there  were  225  names  on 
the  registration  book. 

The  Chairman  thanks  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Kane  and  Miss  Ruth  Martin, 
for  their  services,  and  the  following 
people  who  also  assisted  at  the 


registration  desk,  Miss  Helen  Bet- 
terly.  Miss  Vita  Barba  and  Miss 
Mabel  Cresswell. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jacquelin  Williams, 
Chairman, 
Registration  Committee. 


RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE 


Whereas,  Since  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Library  Asso- 
ciation, death  has  removed  from  our 
organization  three  of  its  former 
officers : 

Be  It  Resolved,  That  in  recog- 
nition of  their  untiring  service  and 
gracious  cooperation,  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Library  Association  wishes 
to  express  its  deep  sense  of  personal 
loss  in  the  deaths  of  Miss  Margaret 
Jackson,  Miss  Eliza  Martin  and 
Doctor  Clifford  C.  Connolly,  and 
that  this  expression  of  appreciation 
be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  this 
meeting. 

Resolved,  That  we  express  our 
sincere  gratitude  to  the  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Standards  and 
Certification  who  gave  so  much  of 
their  time  to  the  promotion  of  a 
successful  campaign  for  voluntary 


certification  in  Pennsylvania. 

Resolved,  That  our  thanks  be 
extended  to  Miss  Root  and  the 
various  committees  who  have  so 
generously  given  their  service  in 
our  behalf  in  the  efficient  planning 
and  delightful  entertainment  that 
has  made  this  thirty-eighth  meeting 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Library  Asso- 
ciation a notable  success. 

Resolved,  That  we  offer  our 
keen  appreciation  to  the  guest 
speakers  who  have  contributed  to 
the  interest  of  the  program ; and  to 
the  management  of  the  Inn  for  mak- 
ing our  stay  at  Buck  Hill  Ealls  one 
that  will  be  remembered  for  the 
many  courtesies  extended  to  us. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Nell  B.  Stevens, 

Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  SERIALS  COMMITTEE  OF  P.  L.  A. 


In  March,  1936‘,  the  Chairman  of 
the  College  and  Reference  Section, 
Mr.  Willard  P.  Lewis,  appointed  a 
“committee  to  consider  the  feasibil- 
ity of  a list  of  serials  for  the  colleges 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  not  in- 
cluded in  the  Union  List  of  Serials.’’ 
This  committee  consisted  of  four 
members : 

Mr.  Herbert  Anstaett,  Librarian, 
Franklin  and  IMarshall  College. 


Mrs.  Alice  Hansen,  Librarian, 
Slippery  Rock  State  Teachers 
College. 

Miss  Katherine  Stokes,  Circula- 
tion Librarian,  Pennsylvania 
State  College. 

Miss  Miriam  Grosh,  Librarian, 
Geneva  College,  Beaver  Falls, 
Pa. 

The  committee  in  course  of  in- 
vestigation of  Union  Lists,  ascer- 


tained  that  the  H.  W.  Wilson  Com- 
pany contemplated  a revised  “Union 
List  of  Serials.” 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Donald 
Gilchrist,  Chairman  of  the  Advisory 
Committee  of  A.  L.  A.  to  the  Wil- 
son Company,  the  College  and  Ref- 
erence Section  at  the  York  meeting 
was  asked  to  appoint  representatives 
to  work  with  representatives  of 
public  librarians  of  the  State.  The 
duty  of  said  committee  was  to  com- 
pile a list  of  libraries  suggested  for 
inclusion  in  the  new  Union  List  of 
Serials  which  would  make  a “rea- 
sonably satisfactory  substitute  for  a 
regional  list.” 

The  College  and  Reference  Sec- 
tion Committee  remained  the  same 
with  the  addition  of  Miss  Dorothy 
Litchfield,  who  later  resigned  be- 
cause of  change  of  position.  The 
other  new  members  added  to  the 
committee  were : 

Miss  Jean  Graff  en.  Periodical 
Dept.,  Philadelphia  Free  Li- 
brary, Logan  Square,  Philadel- 
phia. 

Miss  Julia  Moorhead,  Carnegie 
Library  of  Pittsburgh. 


Miss  Frances  Dorrance,  Wyo- 
ming Historical  and  Geological 
Society,  Wilkes-Barre. 

Miss  M.  E.  Crocker,  Public  Li- 
brary, Lock  Haven. 

The  committee  now  became  a 
committee  of  P.  L.  A. 

In  conversation  with  Mr.  Charles 
J.  Shaw,  of  the  H.  W.  Wilson 
Company,  in  November,  1937,  it 
was  stated  that  approximately  sixty 
libraries  of  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia might  be  included  in  the  new 
list.  Accordingly,  the  idea  of  an  in- 
dividual Union  List  for  colleges  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  was  aban- 
doned, for  the  holdings  of  sixty 
Pennsylvania  libraries  would  make 
a usable  and  reasonable  substitute 
for  a regional  list.  The  libraries 
included  were  to  be  chosen  on  the 
basis  of  merit  of  serial  collections. 
The  list  has  been  compiled  for  sug- 
gestion to  the  H.  W.  Wilson  Com- 
pany and  for  it's  further  investiga- 
tion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Miriam  Grosh, 

Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  THE  STATE  LIBRARIAN 
1938 


The  American  Library  Associa- 
tion through  the  Council  and  the 
Library  Extension  Board  has  re- 
peatedly affirmed  its  belief  in  the 
need  for  a strong  State  library  ex- 
tension agency  to  lead  in  the  library 
development  within  the  several 
states  and  provinces. 

Today  there  is  great  need  for 
state  leadership  and  participation  in 
the  guidance  and  development  of  li- 
brary services  to  meet  the  expand- 
ing demands. 

There  should  be  a well-supported 
State  Library  and  extension  agency 


to  create  library  interests  along  the 
highways  and  by-ways  for  the  peo- 
ple who  never  have  had  library  serv- 
ice and  to  those  who  feel  the  need 
for  additional  educational  advan- 
tages and  who  are  not  aware  of  what 
a State  Library  could  and  should  do 
for  them. 

During  the  past  year  the  State 
Library  records  the  establishment  of 
twenty-seven  new  libraries.  This 
number  represents  only  a small  frac- 
tion of  the  number  which  have  ac- 
tually been  started  by  groups  such 
as  the  P.  T.  A.,  the  Federation  of 
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Women’s  Clubs  and  the  WPA. 
Many  of  these  libraries  have  no  ade- 
quate means  of  support.  They  rep- 
resent the  zeal  of  public-spirited  men 
and  women,  whose  work  may  end 
successfully  or  in  failure.  In  the 
smaller  communities  they  are 
doomed  to  failure  unless  some 
source  of  revenue  is  found  for  them 
outside  their  community  limits.  The 
small  community  must  look  to  State 
and  Federal  aid  to  supplement  its 
local  tax  appropriation.  The  State 
Library  can  not  adequately  help 
those  who  have  appealed  for  aid 
because  of  an  appropriation  far  too 
small  to  meet  the  needs  of  library 
work  in  this  g[reat  Commonwealth. 
We  urge  the  librarians  of  the  P.  L. 
A.  to  contact  their  legislators  so  that 
a worthwhile  appropriation  will  be 
provided  for  the  State  Library  in 
the  1939-1941  budget. 

At  the  present  time  Pennsylvania 
has  eleven  county  libraries,  five  of 
which  have  been  established  duringthe 
past  two  years.  Plans  are  being  made 
for  the  organization  of  other  libraries 
and  in  the  near  future  it  is  hoped 
that  five  or  six  additional  county 
libraries  will  be  established  in  vari- 
ous sections  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Plans  have  been  discussed  for  the 
organization  of  county  libraries  in 
Center,  Cameron,  Lycoming  Brad- 
ford, Washington  and  Fulton  Coun- 
ties. County  libraries  already  es- 
tablished receive  State  aid,  books 
and  encouragement,  but  the  amount 
they  have  received  is  not  adequate 
to  carry  on  the  work  that  should  be 
done.  During  the  present  biennium 
the  Legislature  provided  for  an  ad- 
ditional $11,000,  making  a total  of 
$28,000,  for  county  library  work  for 
1937-1939.  During  the  biennium  of 
1939-1941  it  is  hoped  that  double 
this  amount  will  be  provided  for 
county  library  work.  This  sum  may 
or  may  not  be  adequate.  The  money 


so  provided  must  De  spent  for  county 
work  only  and  does  not  include  the 
general  field  of  library  extension 
work — traveling  libraries,  packet 
service  and  the  reference  work  of 
the  Extension  Division. 

In  order  that  we  may  serve  the 
entire  State  we  must  contact  our 
legislators  and  urge  them  to  grant  a 
larger  appropriation  for  the  State 
Library  to  take  care  of  all  its  divi- 
sions and  sections.  At  a recent 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Commit^^ee 
of  the  P.  L.  A.,  the  committee  went 
on  record  as  favoring  an  appropria- 
tion of  $350,000  for  the  State  Li- 
brary and  $50,000  for  the  County 
Library  for  the  1939-1941  biennium. 
The  State  Library  in  submitting  a 
request  for  the  1939-1941  budget 
suggests  that  a considerable  increase 
be  made  for  the  State  Library  and 
Museum.  Whether  or  not  the 
amount  requested  will  be  granted 
must  be  decided  by  the  Budget 
Committee  during  the  early  part  of 
1939.  While  the  sum  requested  is 
an  increase  over  1937-1939,  it  is  too 
small  to  carry  on  effective  work  by 
the  State  Library  throughout  a 
Commonwealth  with  a population  as 
large  as  that  of  Pennsylvania.  Be- 
cause of  financial  conditions  it  has 
been  suggested  that  I ask  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Pennsylvania  Library 
Association  to  assist  us  in  the  work 
we  are  doing  and  urge  you  to  re- 
quest the  legislators  in  your  particu- 
lar districts  to  vote  for  a sizable 
increase  in  the  State  Library  and 
Museum  appropriation  for  1939- 
1941.  The  State  Library  represents 
the  people  of  the  entire  State.  The’-e- 
fore,  we  should  all  work  with  one 
purpose  in  mind — to  create  among 
our  people  a consciousness  of  what 
libraries  can  do  for  them  and  to  in- 
terest our  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  providing  funds  to  further 
library  opportunities. 
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You  are  in  a noble  profession,  but 
you  are  not  always  compensated  for 
your  work.  You  have  been  educated 
for  your  special  jobs  at  an  expense 
to  which  your  salary  should  bear  a 
proper  relation.  By  continuing  our 
efforts  for  the  certification  of  li- 
brarians in  Pennsylvania  we  hope  to 
develop  an  appreciation  of  the  work 
done  by  a properly  trained  per- 
sonnel, and  we  trust  that  local  pride 
will  stimulate  the  people  to  demand 
the  best  for  their  own  community 
and  provide  for  the  maintenance  of 
improved  service.  Reaching  beyond 
the  local  interest,  those  users  of  your 
libraries  should  join  in  urging  a 
worthwhile  fund  for  the  State  Li- 
brary to  administer  an  “equal 
chance”  for  its  patrons  who  are 
without  the  opportunity  afforded  its 
more  fortunate  citizens. 

Permit  me  to  thank  you  for  your 
splendid  cooperation  at  all  times. 
May  I extend  my  thanks  to  Miss 
Root,  President  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Library  Association  and  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  Legislative  Committees 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Library  Asso- 
ciation for  their  cooperation 
throughout  the  year.  On  my  visits 
to  libraries  throughout  the  State  I 


have  always  been  well  received.  Per- 
sonal and  professional  benefits  have 
come  to  me  through  my  contacts 
with  you.  I appreciate  the  special 
services  that  have  been  extended  to 
me  by  Ralph  Munn,  Franklin  Price, 
Willard  Lewis,  O.  R.  Howard 
Thomson,  Alfred  Keator,  Harold 
Wooster  and  many  others.  In  clos- 
ing, let  me  extend  thanks  to  Miss 
Evelyn  L.  Matthews,  Assistant  Ex- 
tension Librarian,  who,  by  her  con- 
scientious and  able  efforts,  has  dene 
much  for  the  development  of  the 
county  library  work.  Also,  I wish 
to  thank  Miss  Nell  Stevens,  As- 
sistant General  Librarian  of  the 
State  Library,  for  the  good  work  she 
has  done  in  editing  the  Pennsylvania 
Library  and  Museum  Notes.  We 
ask  a continuance  of  your  whole- 
hearted cooperation  and  we  trust 
that  in  the  next  few  years  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  Library  will  function 
in  such  a manner  that  will  place  it 
at  the  top  of  the  list  in  library  cir- 
cles throughout  the  nation. 

Joseph  L.  Rafter, 

Director  of  the  State 
Library  and  Museum. 


MINUTES 

1938  Junior  Members  Group  Annual  Meeting 


The  Junior  Members  Group  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Library  Associa- 
tion held  its  annual  meeting  on  Sat- 
urday afternoon,  October  29,  at  four 
o’clock,  at  The  Inn,  Buck  Hill  Falls, 
Pa. 

In  the  absence  of  Miss  De  Leon, 
the  secretary-treasurer  of  the  group, 
who  had  also  been  acting  as  chair- 
man, the  meeting  was  called  to  order 
by  Miss  Katherine  Stokes,  who  pre- 
sided. A motion  was  made  and  car- 


ried to  send  a message  of  sympathy 
to  Miss  De  Leon,  who  was  absent 
because  of  the  death  of  her  father. 

Miss  Mary  N.  Baker,  newly 
elected  president  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Library  Association,  and  Miss 
Evelyn  L.  Matthews,  Adviser  of  the 
Junior  Members  Group,  were  pres- 
ent at  the  meeting. 

Miss  Traphagen,  acting  secretary, 
read  the  minutes  of  the  1937  meet- 
ing, and  they  were  .pproved. 
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The  report  of  the  Nominating 
Committee  was  presented,  and  the 
following  new  officers  were  elected : 

Chairman : 

Miss  Margaret  Knott, 

College  Library, 

State  College,  Pa. 

Vice-Chairman ; 

Miss  Edna  Williams, 

Pottsville  Free  Public  Library, 
Pottsville,  Pa. 

Secretary-Treasurer : 

Miss  Dorothy  Heiderstadt, 
Bethlehem  Public  Library, 
Bethlehem,  Pa. 

Miss  Baker  suggested  that  the 
group  write  a letter  to  Mr.  Wooster, 
chairman  of  the  new  Planning  Com- 
mittee, offering  to  help  the  commit- 
tee. A motion  was  made  and  car- 
ried to  send  such  a letter. 

Miss  Matthews  spoke  in  favor  of 
a cost-of-living  survey  to  be  taken 
up  by  the  group  as  a project  for  the 
coming  year.  After  discussion,  a 
motion  was  made  and  carried  to  con- 
duct a survey  of  living  conditions 
that  affect  librarians  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

A motion  was  also  made  and  car- 
ried to  make  a handbook  of  libra- 
rians in  Pennsylvania.  If  possible, 
w'ork  on  the  two  projects  will  be 


carried  on  simultaneously.  The  fol- 
lowing suggestions  were  made : That 
letters  be  written  to  other  states 
which  had  undertaken  similar  proj- 
ects, so  that  material  could  be  ob- 
tained for  comparison ; that  the  Ex- 
ecutive Board  of  the  P.  L.  A.  might 
make  an  appropriation  to  help  cover 
the  cost  of  postage  used  for  the  proj- 
ects, and  that  the  State  multigraph 
the  completed  surveys. 

A motion  was  made  and  carried 
that  a planning  committee  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Executive  Board  to 
plan  for  the  survey  and  the  hand- 
book. A motion  was  made  and  car- 
ried that  the  vice-chairman  be 
elected  each  year  with  the  under- 
standing that  he  or  she  would  auto- 
matically succeed  the  President,  in 
case  of  emergency,  and  become  the 
President  of  the  group  the  following 
year. 

After  a suggestion  that  the  mem- 
bers present  pay  their  dues  at  once, 
a motion  was  made  and  carried  for 
adjournment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Dorothy  Heiderstadt, 

N ecretary-T  reasurer, 
Junior  Members  Group, 
Pennsylvania  Library  Association. 


INTERPRETING  THE  CATALOG  TO  STUDENTS* 

Elizabeth  Frear,  State  College 


The  card  catalog  is  the  reference 
librarian’s  primary  tool,  but  as  the 
library  expands-  and  the  catalog 
grows  by  leaps  and  bounds,  it  tends 
to  become  more  complicated  and 
more  difficult  to  use.  It  is  a prey 
to  constant  criticism  and  a recent 
article  in  the  Library  Quarterly  by 
Mr.  Fremont  Rider  even  suggested 


its  elimination.  Still  more  recently, 
Miss  Beatrice  Young  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Denver  Library,  has  brought 
out  a new  plan,  namely,  that  each 
library  should  print  its  present  cata- 
log in  book  form  and  the  H.  W. 
Wilson  Co.  should  expand  the 
United  States  Catalog  and  C.  B.  I. 
so  as  to  catalogue  all  books,  leaving 
margin  enough  so  that  each  library 


* Read  at  meeting  of  College  and  Reference  Section  at  Buck  Hill  Falls,  Friday, 
October  28,  1938. 
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could  insert  its  own  call  numbers, 
with  blank  leaves  at  the  back  for 
local  or  foreign  books  added. 

Tonight,  however,  we  are  consid- 
ering the  card  catalog  in  its  present 
form,  and  how  to  interpret  it  to 
students.  I will  give  first  the  meth- 
ods used  at  the  Pennsylvania  State 
College  for  teaching  the  use  of  the 
catalog,  and  then  take  up  a few  of 
the  difficulties  confronting  the  stu- 
dent who  is  using  the  catalog  and 
some  of  the  methods  being  used  in 
various  libraries  to  overcome  these 
difficulties. 

Our  system  of  instruction  is  by 
no  means  unique.  Freshmen  are  re- 
quired to  report  to  the  college  a 
week  before  classes  start  to  be  put 
through  an  intensive  period  of  in- 
struction in  college  rules,  college 
songs,  and  among  others  things,  the 
college  library.  These  freshmen 
come  to  the  library  at  an  assigned 
time  and  are  conducted  through  the 
building  in  groups  of  twenty-five  or 
thirty.  The  groups  are  instructed  in 
the  periodical  room  about  magazines 
and  magazine  indexes  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  serials  department,  about 
the  reference  room  by  the  reference 
department.  The  card  catalog  is  ex- 
plained by  members  of  the  catalog 
department.  The  primary  featmes 
of  the  catalog  are  explained  in  about 
fifteen  minutes  with  the  help  of  a 
blackboard.  This  is  the  extent  of 
the  formal  instruction  of  the  student 
about  the  card  catalog  The  fresh- 
man is  given  a pamphlet  entitled, 
“Information  for  Undergraduates,” 
and  a sheet  of  questions  which  he 
must  answer.  These  problems  must 
be  turned  in  to  the  English  composi- 
tion instructor  by  a given  date.  The 
questions  about  the  catalog  involve 
the  listing  of  the  most  recent  work 
of  a given  author ; the  call  number 
of  a certain  book  whose  title  is  men- 
tioned, and  the  call  numbers  of  sev- 


eral books  on  a particular  topic. 
This  is  supposed  to  give  the  student 
practice  in  locating  books  through 
the  catalog.  On  back  of  the  prob- 
lem sheet  is  a sample  catalog  card, 
with  explanations. 

The  pamphlet,  “Information  for 
Undergraduates,”  contains  various 
rules  of  the  library.  There  .are  sev- 
eral pages  of  information  about  ^he 
catalog,  with  explanations  of  certain 
symbols,  such  as  the  initial  letters 
indicating  department  libraries  or 
special  collections,  and  a few  out- 
standing rules  of  alphabeting,  includ- 
ing the  ever  troublesome  M’s  and 
hlc’s. 

I can  not  say  that  I feel  that  this 
system  of  instruction  is  entirely  suc- 
cessful. Mr.  H.  A.  Sharp  in  his 
book,  “Cataloging,”  says,  “The  in- 
dividual method  is  best.”  Th.at 
method  seems  impracticable.  Ima- 
gine explaining  the  catalog  to  some 
1,500  freshmen,  one  by  one.  The 
library  staff  is  exhausted  at  the  end 
of  a week  under  the  present  system. 
I’m  afraid  a whole  new  staff  would 
have  to  be  recruited  under  the  indi- 
vidual method. 

In  looking  over  some  of  the  prob- 
lems returned  by  this  year’s  fresh- 
men, I found  a few  definitions  of  the 
card  catalog  that  might  interest  the 
catalogers  present : 

“The  card  catalog  is  a system  of 
file  cards  which  keep  the  public  from 
handling  books  they  do  not  desire 
to  use. 

“The  card  catalog  is  a list  of  cards 
filed  in  order  to  catalog  books,  and 
who  wrote  them  and  what  the  num- 
ber is. 

“The  card  catalog  contains  cards 
for  all  books,  authors  and  subjects 
in  any  of  the  campus  libraries.  It  is 
so  arranged  that  anyone  who  can 
use  a dictionary  can  certainly  use 
the  card  catalog.” 
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Many  of  the  students  mentioned 
that  the  books  were  cataloged  under 
author  and  title.  Fewer  grasped  the 
subject  entry.  This  may  correlate 
somewhat  with  the  findings  at  Dart- 
mouth as  recorded  in  the  Dartmouth 
College  Library  Bulletin  of  May, 
1934,  in  an  article  entitled  “Top 
Soil.”  It  stated  that  observations 
made  at  the  Dartmouth  College  Li- 
brary on  parts  of  the  catalog  most 
frequently  consulted  as  ascertained 
from  the  degree  of  grime  on  top  of 
the  cards,  showed  that  subject  cards 
were  less  used  than  author  cards. 

A few  physical  devices  are  used  in 
our  library  to  assist  the  student  in 
using  the  catalog.  Guides  are  placed 
on  top  of  each  case  giving  inclusive 
lettering;  also  guides  explaining  the 
symbols  for  special  collections.  Miss 
Ruffin,  the  head  of  the  catalog  de- 
partment is  planning  to  put  cards 
like  this  in  each  catalog  tray.  This 
one  at  the  front : 

HOW  TO  USE  THE  CARD 
CATALOG 

This  is  a catalog  of  the  books  in 
the  library,  alphabetically  arranged 
by  author,  title  and  subjects  like  a 
dictionary  or  encyclopedia. 

LOOK  FOR  A BOOK  UNDER 
THE  AUTHOR,  SUBJECT,  OR 
TITLE,  IE  A DISTINCTIVE 
ONE 

The  numbers,  letters  and  symbols 
in  the  upper  left  corner  of  each  card 
form  the  call  number  by  which  'he 
book  is  asked  for.  The  printed 
signs  on  top  of  the  catalog  cases 
show  whether  a given  symbol  in  tlie 
call  number  indicates  that  the  book 
is  in  a branch  library.  All  subject 
headings,  including  names  of  per- 
sons treated  as  subjects,  are  written 
in  red  ink.  Consult  a librarian  for 


any  books  not  found  in  this  catalog. 

At  the  back  of  the  tray  will  be  a 
card  reading: 

FOR  FURTHER  INEORMA- 
TION  ON  ANY  SUBJECT 

Consult  the  following  indexes  to 
current  literature.  Any  assistant 
will  direct  you. 

Agricultural  index. 

Annual  magazine  subject  index, 
etc. 

The  catalog  department  is  also 
planning  to  post  instructions  on  ffie 
use  of  the  catalog  on  top  of  the  cata- 
log cases.  If  any  of  you  are  inter- 
ested in  these  forms,  I shall  be  glad 
to  show  them  to  you  after  the  meet- 
ing. 

In  consulting  the  literature  on  the 
use  of  the  card  catalog,  I was  inter- 
ested in  an  article  in  the  Library 
Journal  for  1932,  entitled  “The 
Catalog  from  the  Reader’s  Point  of 
View,”  by  W.  O.  Mishoff.  Some  of 
the  criticisms  he  made  were ; 

1.  Sparcity  of  guides.  This 
seems  to  me  to  be  a very  important 
point.  The  more  guides  there  are 
in  a catalog  tray,  the  easier  it  is  to 
consult.  They  are  great  savers  of 
time. 

2.  Subject  headings  not  suffi- 
ciently popular. 

3.  Why  a combined  title,  author 
and  subject  catalog?  The  larger  the 
catalog,  the  more  confusing  it  is 
likely  to  be. 

Some  of  these  same  points  are 
taken  up  in  the  report  of  the  New 
York  Regional  Catalogers’  Group 
fall  meeting,  November  23,  1934,  on 
the  use  of  the  card  catalog,  which  ap- 
peared in  the  A.  L.  A.  Catalogers’ 
and  Classifiers’  Yearbook  for  1934. 
Questionnaires  had  been  sent  out  to 
thirty-three  libraries,  large  and 
small,  in  the  district,  relating  to  the 
use  of  the  catalog.  The  article  re- 
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cords  the  reports  made  up  from 
these  questionnaires.  In  regard  to 
subject  headings,  the  consensus  of 
opinion  was  that  readers  are  inclined 
to  ask  for  more  popular,  or  more 
commonly  used  terminology  than 
the  subject  heading  term  used  in  the 
catalog;  that  periodical  indexes  fol- 
low the  public  trend  better  than  most 
catalogs.  Popularization  of  subject 
headings  would  seem  to  make  the 
catalogue  easier  for  the  student  to 
use. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  topics 
was  reported . by  Marion  Shaw  of 
the  H.  W.  Wilson  Co.  Is  it  possible 
to  indicate  choice  of  books  under  the 
same  subject;  for  instance,  the  most 
recent  books,  the  most  popular,  or 
a selected  list?  A frequent  request 
in  the  reference  department  is  for  a 
good  recent  book  on  a certain  topic. 
Can  the  catalog  help  the  student 
here?  In  regard  to  selection,  Mr. 
Cowing  reported  that  in  the  New 
Haven  Public  Library  green  caids 
are  used  for  A.  L.  A.  selections ; 
books  listed  in  the  A.  L.  A.  Catalog, 

, 1926,  subsequent  booklists,  etc. 
Most  libraries,  however,  reported 
negatively.  A few  specialized  li- 
braries reported  selected  material  in 
the  catalog.  The  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  for  instance,  uses  the  fol- 
lowing form  for  such  topics  as 
CHRIST-LIFE:  The  card  in  this 
drawer  represents  only  the  latest 
and  a few  selected  lives  of  Christ. 
For  complete  list  of  all  material  con- 
sult shelf  list  under  FS50-57. 

The  chronological  arrangement 
was  considered  next.  A number  of 
libraries  reported  filing  the  latest 
edition  of  the  authors’  works  first, 
and  so  on  back  to  the  earliest.  The 
John  Crerar  Library  in  many  classes 
files  the  subject  cards  by  date  of 
publication.  The  Engineering  So- 
ciety Library  reports  that  where 
they  have  considerable  material  on 


a given  topic  such  as  physics,  or 
electricity,  the  cards  are  separated 
into  periods,  1920 — date,  1850-1920. 
prior  to  1850.  Within  each  group 
the  cards  are  filed  alphabetically. 
Some  libraries  do  not  represent  un- 
der certain  subjects,  material  writ- 
ten before  a certain  date.  All  of 
these  methods  would  cause  some 
confusion  in  filing.  More  compli- 
cated rules  would  have  to  be  drawn 
up.  But  if  it  helps  the  student  to 
use  the  catalog,  why  not? 

Many  of  you  probably  noticed  the 
article  by  Amy  F.  Wood  in  the  Li- 
brary Journal  for  October  1 on  the 
topic  “California  Divides  Its  Cata- 
log.” She  stated  that  the  catalog 
department  of  the  University  of 
California  Library  had  long  felt  that 
the  complicated  arrangement  in- 
volved in  a large  dictionary  catalog 
had  progressed  to  a stage  where  the 
average  undergraduate  was  not  able 
to  use  it.  The  catalog  was  there- 
fore divided  into  two  parts : One, 
authors  and  titles;  two,  subjects, 
biographies  and  criticism.  This 
would  seem  a helpful  step,  but  one 
involving  much  time  and  labor. 

In  regard  to  the  actual  teaching  of 
the  students  how  to  use  the  catalog, 
I wonder  if  any  of  the  libraries  in 
the  State  have  tried  the  movie 
method.  Probably  some  of  you  saw 
the  two-reel  film  “Found  in  a Book,” 
which  was  shown  at  the  A.  L.  A. 
in  Richmond  in  1936.  It  was  made 
by  the  administration  class  of  the 
University  of  Illinois  Library 
School.  A note  in  the  Library  Jour- 
nal of  October  1,  1938,  stated  that 
more  than  100,000  young  people  had 
been  introduced  to  school  and  col- 
lege libraries  through  this  film.  The 
A.  L.  A.  publicity  committee  reports 
increasing  calls  for  library  films. 
Will  the  film  solve  our  problem,  or 
will  the  card  catalog  be  eliminated 
in  the  college  library  of  the  future? 


23 


THE  EXCHANGE  OF  DUPLICATE  PERIODICALS* 

Alice  Palo,  Temple  University 


In  almost  any  library  one  will  find 
in  the  basement,  on  the  top  floor  or 
tucked  away  in  an  unused  room, 
piles  of  material,  mostly  unbound 
and  mostly  periodicals.  The  pe- 
riodicals are  all  duplicates  of  copies 
already  in  the  library  and  are  too 
good  to  throw  away,  but  no  one  has 
had  time  to  do  anything  with  them 
except  put  them  out  of  the  way. 

These  periodicals  are  a means  of 
getting  other  periodicals  which  the 
library  is  in  need  of — missing  num- 
bers of  their  sets  or  starts  of  new 
sets.  How?  By  the  exchange  of 
these  issues  with  other  libraries. 

The  libraries  which  have  duplicate 
periodicals  and  are  doing  something 
about  them  are  accomplishing  some- 
thing very  worthwhile.  I believe 
that  in  all  cases  they  consider  the 
time  and  effort  spent  fully  rewarded. 
Besides  the  actual  exchange  of  the 
periodicals,  getting  rid  of  useless 
ones  and  securing  ones  of  value 
there  are  other  advantages  to  ex- 
changing periodicals.  There  are 
times  when  a used  copy  of  a maga- 
zine can  not  be  purchased  at  any 
price  or  at  least  only  at  a very  high 
price.  It  is  listed  on  an  exchange 
list  and  it  is  therefore  available  to 
us.  Occasionally  there  is  only  one 
issue  needed  to  complete  a set ; all 
copies  available  from  dealers  are  in 
complete  volumes  which  cannot  be 
split.  The  duplicates  from  another 
library  are  just  the  ones  needed  and 
the  copies  you  already  have  need 
not  be  discarded  and  a complete  new 
volume  purchased.  Exchanging  is 
a method  by  which  a library  can 
supplement  its  periodical  budget 
with  no  actual  cash  involved,  an 


item  which  in  most  cases  is  worth 
considering. 

For  the  universities  and  colleges 
already  having  their  duplicate  pe- 
riodicals in  hand  what  I have  to  say 
will  probably  not  be  new.  My  pur- 
pose, rather,  is  to  encourage  those 
who,  for  one  reason  or  another,  have 
not  tackled  the  job  to  do  so.  There 
are  ways  and  means  of  accomplish- 
ing the  distribution  of  periodicals 
and  I should  like  to  tell  you  what 
we  do  at  Temple. 

Until  about  a year  and  a half  ago 
very  few  periodicals  had  been  sent 
out  of  the  library ; they  were  ac- 
cumulating in  the  basement  at  a 
great  rate  and  it  was  thought  both 
necessary  and  desirable  to  do  some- 
thing with  them.  N.  Y.  A.  help  was 
solicited  and  the  issues  were  ar- 
ranged by  title  alphabetically  on  the 
shelves.  After  the  work  was 
started,  it  was  not  such  a great  task, 
but  it  was  necessary  to  keep  at  it. 
It  is  a job,  however,  that  N.  Y.  A. 
students  can  do,  for  it  doesn’t  take 
much  knowledge — a title  is  a title 
after  all.  After  the  issues  were  ar- 
ranged a card  was  made  for  each 
title,  listing  the  numbers.  This  li.st- 
ing,  of  course,  was  revised  by  a pro- 
fessional staff  member.  It  was  from 
these  cards  that  the  official  dupli- 
cate list  was  typed  and  then  mimeo- 
graphed for  distribution  to  other  li- 
braries. Mimeographing  enaldes  the 
list  to  be  sent  to  many  libraries  at 
the  same  time  and  makes  un- 
necessary its  return  if  institution 
wants  to  write  a letter  asking  for 
only  a few  items. 

Any  of  you  who  have  checked 
duplicate  lists  know  that  one  which 


* Read  at  meeting  of  College  and  Reference  Section  at  Buck  Hill  Falls,  Friday, 
October  28,  1938. 
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is  very  long  is  formidable  and  is 
often  left  to  the  last  or  carelessly 
checked.  If  only  part  of  the  alpha- 
bet is  listed,  A-D,  E-L.  etc.,  lists 
may  be  issued  more  frequently  and 
the  response  is  likely  to  be  greater 
and  the  turnover  of  periodicals 
faster.  A library  may  need  several 
titles,  but  if  there  are  a great  many 
listed  it  will  select  only  the  ones 
most  needed,  whereas  if  the  list  is 
short,  it  will  probably  ask  for  all 
it  wants. 

We  send  each  list  to  all  the  li- 
braries in  our  exchange  file,  setting 
a final  date  for  the  return  of  the 
checked  list.  When  the  lists  are  re- 
turned, they  are  arranged  according 
to  the  date  received.  On  the  date 
specified,  the  shipments  are  packed, 
all  to  be  sent  out  express  collect, 
marked  old  magazine  rate,  which  is 
the  cheapest  way.  If  the  shipment 
is  very  large  or  is  to  go  far,  it 
should  be  sent  by  freight.  If  there 
are  any  institutions  in  the  State 
which  do  not  receive  our  lists  and 
would  like  to  enter  exchange  rela- 
tions with  us,  we  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  from  them. 

Although  all  copies  of  a list  are 
kept  according  to  the  date  returned, 
the  requests  are  filled  also  in  rela- 
tion to  other  factors  as  well,  one 
being  to  our  account  with  the  li- 
brary. If  we  owe  a great  deal  to  a 
library  whose  letter  is  received  after 
one  from  a library  with  which  we 
have  had  very  little  exchange,  we 
feel  it  only  fair  to  clear  our  account 
first.  We  also  give  consideration 
to  those  libraries  whose  request 
states  that  one  or  two  issues  are 
needed  to  complete  their  file.  Here 
again  we  feel  that  extra  considera- 
tion should  be  given  to  the  library 
which  needs  an  item  the  most.  We 
should  expect  other  libraries  to  treat 
us  in  relation  to  our  standing  with 
them  and  we  believe  that  none  will 


feel  discriminated  against  by  our  not 
considering  solely  the  date  of  return. 

As  for  exchange  records,  the  ac- 
count is  kept  only  in  unbound  and 
bound  items,  regardless  of  value  of 
the  individual  issue.  Even  if  an  un- 
bound item  would  cost  $2.50,  it  is 
included  with  others  costing  only 
a quarter.  The  same  is  true  of 
bound  volumes,  although  that  record 
is  separate  from  the  unbound.  To 
do  otherwise  will  take  a dispropor- 
tionate amount  of  time  and  ex- 
change relations  cannot,  and  perhaps 
should  not,  be  on  a too  mercenary 
basis.  I have  brought  copies  of  our 
record  cards  which  I will  be  glad  to 
show  anyone  interested  in  them. 

Earlier  I said  that  there  was  no 
cash  involved.  Well,  there  is  no 
money  necessary  from  the  book  and 
periodical  budget,  but  you  must  have 
money — and  quite  a little — available 
from  the  postage  and  transportation 
appropriation.  Duplicates  are  cus- 
tomarily received  collect  and  if  a 
great  number  come,  the  payment  is 
not  a small  one.  Many  times  the 
charges  are  under  a dollar,  but  we 
have  also  paid  up  to  $50  on  one  ship- 
ment. The  cost  of  expressage  should 
be  taken  into  consideration  when 
checking  long  sets,  especially  when 
bound  and  from  universities  a long 
way  off.  In  the  last  four  months  we 
have  spent  $94  in  express  and 
freight  charges  alone,  but  we  have 
received,  as  I shall  indicate  in  a 
moment,  more  than  commensurate 
returns.  In  other  words,  you  do 
pay  something  for  the  periodicals 
which  you  get,  but  not  nearly  as 
much  as  if  you  purchased  each  issue 
from  a dealer. 

When  you  have  sent  out  your 
own  list  of  duplicate  periodicals  and 
have  also  sent  off  the  issues  them- 
selves, your  work  is  not  finished. 
Every  library  to  which  you  send  will 
in  turn  send  you  its  list — and  you 
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have  to  check  it  against  your  hold- 
ings. This  in  itself  is  no  small  job. 
Since  June  1.  we  have  checked 
forty-  four  duplicate  lists  of  periodi- 
cals and  books.  When  your  selec- 
tions have  been  received  there  is  the 
work  attached  to  entering  them  on 
your  records  and  preparing  them  for 
use.  In  short,  the  exchange  and 
duplicate  work  in  an  average-sized 
library  may  take  the  full  time  of  one 
person,  although  in  many  cases  it 
is  divided  among  several  assistants. 

Although  the  time  spent  checking 
the  lists  amounts  to  so  much,  the  re- 
sults are  well  worth  while.  Since 
July  1,  we  have  received  3,563  un- 
bound and  eighty-eight  bound  vol- 
umes on  exchange.  The  value  of 
that  material,  I am  sure,  more  than 
pays  us  for  the  time  spent  and  after 
all  it  is  sometimes  easier  to  get 
added  N.  Y.  A.  help  than  an  addi- 
tion to  the  budget. 

On  our  exchange  list  we  have 
only  three  universities  in  Pennsyl- 
vania with  wTich  we  do  much  ex- 
changing. Two  others  are  active  on 
our  list,  but  others  have  not  an- 
swered recently.  Of  course,  other 
libraries  may  be  sending  out  lists 
but  not  to  us.  We  should  be  very 
glad  to  have  them,  however.  I be- 
lieve that  there  is  great  opportunity 
for  all  libraries  in  the  State  to  help 
each  other  improve  their  periodical 
collections.  Our  complete  exchange 
account  has  125  names,  from  almost 


every  state  in  the  union,  although 
some  are  not  very  active.  We  have 
also  had  very  good  results  from 
sending  lists  to  the  German  univer- 
sities, especially  so  since  the  periodi- 
cals they  can  send  are  different  from 
the  duplicates  in  our  own  libraries. 

Perhaps  it  would  even  be  feasible 
to  organize  a clearing  house  within 
the  P.  L.  A.  for  distributing  periodi- 
cals. Such  a plan  was  organized  in 
Ohio,  but  it  does  take  the  coopera- 
tion of  all  libraries.  The  main  but 
by  no  means  the  only  reasons  for 
such  a plan  would  be  to  help  the 
smaller  libraries  and  ones  newly  or- 
ganized which  need  the  more  gen- 
eral type  periodical  and  which  do  not 
have  money  to  secure  the  back  sets. 

It  is  the  larger  libraries  which 
have  found  time  to  organize  their 
exchange  material,  for  there  are 
more  staff  members  to  do  the  work. 
With  a staff  of  only  one  or  two  there 
isn’t  time  or  opportunity  for  one 
member  to  go  to  those  out-of-the- 
way  places  to  work,  nor  is  there 
much  time  for  typing,  checking  re- 
turns, keeping  the  necessary  records 
and  so  on.  However,  there  are  some 
of  the  smaller  places  which  are  un- 
dertaking the  task  and  I am  sure 
they  will  find  it  pays.  Something 
more  can  always  be  done  in  any 
library  and  exchanging  is  one  of 
the  things  which  should  be  consid- 
ered. 


PRACTICAL  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  AIDS  IN  THE  FIELD 

OF  EDUCATION* 

Dorothy  W.  Drake,  Librarian 
Penniman  Library  of  Education,  University  of  Pennsylvania 

It  seems  that  several  years  ago,  Philadelphia  library.  She  had  a 
according  to  report,  a lady  consulted  stanza  of  poetry,  and  was  seeking 
the  reference  department  of  a large  the  author.  The  usual  searching 

* Read  at  meeting  of  College  and  Reference  Section  at  Buck  Hill  Falls,  Friday, 
October  28,  1938. 
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procedure  was  followed  without 
avail ; no  trace  of  the  author  could 
be  discovered.  Finally,  in  despair, 
the  head  of  the  department  inquired 
where  she  had  found  the  quotation. 
“Oh,”  she  replied,  “I  got  it  from 
the  Ouija  board,  and  I wanted  to 
know  with  what  rare  soul  I had  been 
in  communication.” 

There  may  be  several  morals  to 
this  story,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  most  important  is  the  touching 
faith  of  the  public  in  the  ability  of 
the  reference  department  to  answer 
all  questions.  Although  we  cannot 
claim  ability  to  deal  with  extra- 
mundane  material,  our  best  efforts 
must  be  exerted  to  deal  with  the 
flood  of  queries  which  pour  into  li- 
braries all  over  the  country. 

The  type  of  question  which  we  are 
called  upon  to  answer  in  our  library 
is  limited  in  scope  but  sometimes 
detailed  in  nature.  Our  collection 
consists  of  about  45,000  books  on 
education  which  are  used  by  some 
1,200  students  who  are  preparing 
to  teach,  or,  in  many  cases,  already 
teaching.  Over  400  are  pursuing 
graduate  study. 

With  this  as  a background,  I shall 
try  to  tell  you  in  a very  simple  and 
practical  way,  some  of  the  sources 
which  we  have  found  to  be  of  con- 
siderable assistance  in  doing  educa- 
tional reference  work.  Of  course  I 
shall  have  to  be  superficial ; time 
limits  me  sharply ; I make  no  claim 
to  giving  a complete  or  even  ade- 
quate description. 

The  outstanding  tool,  and  one 
with  which  you  are  all  familiar,  is 
the  Education  Index,  which  I shall 
pass  over  with  this  brief  mention, 
since  I would  rather  discuss  things 
which  are  not  quite  so  well  known. 
Students  have  become  more  self-reli- 
ant since  they  have  this  excellent 
soyrce  of  information.  Of  course, 
we  have  checked  the  “list  of  periodi- 


cals indexed,”  giving  our  holdings 
and  call  numbers,  so  that  reference 
from  the  index  to  the  card  catalog 
is  usually  unnecessary. 

Due  to  the  large  number  of  stu- 
dents doing  research  work,  we  find 
it  necessary  to  be  able  to  supply 
bibliographies  quickly.  Of  great 
help  is  the  volume  by  Walter  S. 
Monroe  and  Louis  Shores,  Bibliog- 
raphies and  Suinmaries  in  Educa- 
tion, published  by  the  H.  W.  Wilson 
Company  in  1936.  This  book  con- 
tains “a  catalog  of  more  than  4,000 
annotated  bibliographies  and  sum- 
maries listed  under  author  and  sub- 
ject in  one  alphabet.”  Here,  too, 
all  holdings  of  our  library  have  had 
call  numbers  marked  in  the  margin. 

For  short,  selective  bibliographies 
our  readers  often  consult  the  annual 
compilation  called  Selected  Refer- 
ences in  Education,  which  has  been 
issued  since  1933  in  the  series  of 
supplementary  educational  mono- 
graphs of  the  University  of  Chicago. 

Also  extremely  helpful  are  the 
publications  issued  by  Indiana  Uni- 
versity, which  comprise  part  of  the 
series  of  bulletins  of  the  School  of 
Education.  Revision  from  time  to 
time  constitutes  a good  feature. 
Thus  we  find  material  on  the  follow- 
ing topics : 

Bibliography  of  educational 
measurements,  which  has  been  re- 
vised in  1925  and  1927. 

Bibliography  of  school  build- 
ings, grounds  and  equipment, 
which  has  appeared  in  four  parts 
between  1928  and  1935. 

Bibliography  of  school  surveys 
and  references  on  school  surveys, 
which  appeared  in  1931,  with  a 
supplement  in  1938. 

Bibliography  of  literature  on 
education  in  countries  other  than 
the  United  States  of  America, 
which  appeared'  in  two  issues  in 
1937. 
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One  publication  each  on  College 
and  university  buildings,  grounds, 
and  eguipment  (1934),  Literature 
on  leadership  (1933)  and  the 
Teaching  oj  English  (1936). 

Of  course  significant  lists  are  fre- 
quently discovered  in  periodicals, 
such  as  the  Journal  oj  Educational 
Research.  As  an  isolated  example, 
one  might  take  the  “selected  bibliog- 
raphy on  the  methodology  of  educa- 
tional research  and  related  preb- 
lems,”  which  occupies  twenty  pages 
of  the  September,  1938,  issue. 

An  excellent  periodical  source  is 
the  Reviezv  of  Educational  Research, 
a project  of  the  American  Educa- 
tional Research  Association,  which 
has  appeared  five  times  a year  since 
1931,  and  which  covers  researches 
on  some  fifteen  topics.  Thus  we 
find  such  subjects  as  psychological 
tests  and  their  uses,  educational  so- 
ciology, teacher  personnel,  school 
organization,  and  the  curriculum, 
described  in  the  text  and  followed  by 
a bibliography  which  usually  ex- 
ceeds 1,000  items.  Later  issues  de- 
voted to  the  same  topics  keep  them 
up-to-date. 

Occasional  lists  of  references  are 
also  found  in  the  Research  Quar- 
terly of  the  American  Physical  Edu- 
cation Association,  and  often  assist 
the  worker  in  this  field.  Eor  exam- 
ple, the  most  recent  issue  for  Octo- 
ber, 1938,  embraces  a twenty-two- 
page  list  of  boxing. 

So  much  for  bibliographies.  The 
subject  is  so  large  that  only  a few 
examples  have  been  cited  in  this 
bird’s  eye  view.  I might  add  that 
for  the  general  reader  whose  needs 
are  limited  to  short  booklists,  we 
often  recommend  the  bibliographies 
issued  by  the  United  States  Office 
of  Education,  which  are  distributed 
free  to  individuals.  To  those  who 
desire  a rapid  survey  through  ab- 
stracts, we  recommend  the  periodi- 


cal, Education  Abstracts,  which  is 
now  in  its  third  year  and  which 
summarizes  articles  in  more  than 
thirty  fields  of  education. 

One  pressing  need  has  always 
been  for  a good  dictionary  of  educa- 
tional terminology,  and  we  especially 
welcome  the  news  that  Phi  Delta 
Kappa,  professional  fraternity,  is 
sponsoring  such  a publication. 
Meanwhile,  too  much  reliance  must 
be  placed  on  definitions,  sometimes 
a little  at  variance,  which  have  ap- 
peared in  individual  works.  A par- 
tial solution  of  the  problem  is  found 
through  the  use  of  Subject  Headings 
in  Education,  by  Clyde  Pettus,  pub- 
lished in  1938.  Although  this  work 
is  primarily  for  librarians,  the  use- 
fulness to  students  is  great,  for  “the 
headings  are  supplied  with  defini- 
tions for  which  authorities  are 
cited.”  Glossaries  of  books,  educa- 
tional encyclopedias,  and  psychologi- 
cal dictionaries  were  consulted  in  the 
compilation.  Eor  definitions  in 
measurement  and  research,  we  have 
always  used  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois Educational  Research  Bulletin 
No.  40,  1928,  entitled  A Glossary  oj 
300  Terms  Used  in  Educational 
Measurement  and  Research. 

Questions  on  Eederal  statistics 
are  answered  chiefly  through  the  in- 
dispensable government  documents. 
Eor  old  statistics,  volume  two  of 
the  Reports  oj  the  Commissioner  oj 
Education  is  consulted;  for  figures 
since  1910,  the  Biennial  Survey  oj 
Education,  which  appears  as  one  of 
the  largest  in  the  series  of  Office  of 
Education  bulletins.  The  research 
bulletins  of  the  National  Education 
association  are  also  of  much  value, 
since,  as  we  know,  all  government 
compilations  are  necessarily  a year 
or  two  behind.  State  and  city  school 
reports  usually  reveal  facts  for  those 
agencies.  Such  requests  as  come  to 
us  for  foreign  figures  are  frequently 
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answerable  through  a good  annual 
publication,  such  as  the  Statesman’ s 
Yearbook,  for  in  this  case  informa- 
tion is  seldom  required  in  much  detail. 

Constant  calls  reach  us  for  titles 
of  research  studies  which  have  been 
completed  or  are  under  way.  Our 
special  tool  for  this,  in  addition  to 
the  standard  lists  of  American  doc- 
toral dissertations,  is  the  United 
States  Office  of  Education  bulletin 
Bibliography  oj  research  studies  in 
education,  which  appears  annually. 
It,  too,  is  several  years  behind,  so 
we  supplement  it  with  the  list  of 
“research  under  way,”  which  ap- 
pears in  the  January  issue  of  the 
Journal  oj  Educational  Research, 


and  lists  doctoral  dissertations  in 
progress  at  a number  of  universities. 

Whole  books  can  be,  and  have 
been  written  on  finding  information 
in  this  field  which  now  embraces 
so  many  workers.  In  closing,  I 
might  mention  one  volume  which  is 
probably  in  every  reference  depart- 
ment— Carter  Alexander’s  Hoiv  to 
Locate  Educational  Information  and 
Data,  published  by  Teachers’  Col- 
lege, Columbia  University,  in  1935. 
Written  for  the  student,  it  is  never- 
theless a great  help  to  the  librarian, 
especially  to  one  who  must  answer 
questions  in  so  many  fields  that  he 
cannot  become  a specialist  in  the 
subject  of  education. 
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